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The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A Dbill to authorize State and local
governments to direct divestiture
from, and prevent investment in, com-
panies with investments of $20,000,000
or more in Iran’s energy sector, compa-
nies that sell arms to the Government
of Iran, and financial institutions that
extend $20,000,000 or more in credit to
the Government of Iran for 45 days or
more, and for other purposes.’’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, on
rolicall No. 763 on final passage of S. 1, the
Open Leadership and Open Government Act
of 2007; rollcall No. 764 final passage of H.R.
180, the Darfur Accountability and Divestment
Act; and rollcall No. 765 on final passage of
H.R. 2347, the Iran Sanctions Enabling Act, |
am not recorded because | was delayed while
tending to constituents in my congressional of-
fice. Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye” on all three bills.

———
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, un-
fortunately this morning, July 31, 2007, | was
unable to cast my votes on S. 1, H.R. 180,
and H.R. 2347 and wish the RECORD to reflect
my intentions had | been able to vote.

Had | been present for rollcall No. 763 on
suspending the rules and passing S. 1, the
Honest Leadership and Open Government Act
of 2007, | would have voted “aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall No. 764 on
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 180,
the Darfur Accountability and Divestment Act,
| would have voted “aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall No. 765 on
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 2347,
the Iran Sanctions Enabling Act, | would have
voted “aye.”

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3161, AGRICULTURE,
RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD
AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2008

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 581 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 581

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3161) making
appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2008, and for other
purposes. The first reading of the bill shall
be dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
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and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Appropriations. After general debate the
bill shall be considered for amendment under
the five-minute rule. Points of order against
provisions in the bill for failure to comply
with clause 2 of rule XXI are waived. During
consideration of the bill for amendment, the
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole
may accord priority in recognition on the
basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. When the committee rises
and reports the bill back to the House with
a recommendation that the bill do pass, the
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House
of H.R. 3161 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the bill to such time as may
be designated by the Speaker.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
BALDWIN). The gentleman from Massa-
chusetts is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, for
the purposes of debate only, I yield my
friend from Washington (Mr. HASTINGS)
30 minutes. During the consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCGOVERN. I ask unanimous
consent that all Members be given 5
legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks on House Resolu-
tion 581.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, House Resolution
581 is a traditional open rule for appro-
priations bills. This open rule allows
any amendment to be offered as long as
the amendment complies with House
rules.

Madam Speaker, the Agriculture ap-
propriations bill may not get as much
attention as some of the others, but it
is incredibly important to the Nation.
For the past 6 years, the bill has been
underfunded by President Bush and the
Republican Congress.

This year, the subcommittee chair-
woman, ROSA DELAURO, and her col-
leagues have put together a bill that
begins to restore cuts in funding to the
Department of Agriculture; cuts that
have left too many people hungry here
at home and around the world; cuts
that have threatened America’s food
security and food safety; and cuts that
have denied rural America improve-
ments and access to better technology,
better housing and a better environ-
ment.

Madam Speaker, today I am pleased
to say that with this bill, we have
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turned the corner. The fiscal year 2008
Agriculture appropriations bill makes
new and important investments in our
people. This is not a perfect bill, but it
is a big step in the right direction. I
urge my colleagues to support it.

I am proud, Madam Speaker, to serve
as the Cochair of the bipartisan House
Hunger Caucus along with my good
friend from Missouri, JO ANN EMERSON.
I have a strong interest in making sure
that our domestic and international
hunger programs get the funding that
they need.

With this bill, more pregnant women
and infants will get the nutritious food
they need through the WIC program.
With this bill, more children who eat a
school breakfast or lunch will receive
meals during the summer months,
when school is out of session, just like
they do during the school year. With
this bill, the food that they are served
in school will be healthier, including
more fresh fruits and vegetables. With
this bill, the Commodity Food Supple-
mental Program can expand participa-
tion in existing States and can also
begin participating in five new States.

The bill continues funding to combat
hunger around the world through pro-
grams like Food for Peace and the
George McGovern-Robert Dole Inter-
national Food for Education and Child
Nutrition Program. There is increased
funding for the Food and Drug Admin-
istration and the Food Safety and In-
spection Service, allowing USDA to
better oversee our Nation’s food safety,
and more importantly, root out any
food contamination and threats to
America’s food supply.

Providing these agencies with the
proper tools, including proper staffing,
is an important part of USDA’s mission
that usually goes unnoticed unless a
problem arises.

Finally, Madam Speaker, this bill in-
creases funding for programs that di-
rectly affect rural America. For far too
long, rural America has been under-
funded and, in many cases, underappre-
ciated. This bill increases funding for
programs important to rural America,
including crop insurance integrity,
livestock competition, enforcement ef-
forts at the Commodities Futures
Trading Commission, the Rural Com-
munity Advancement Program, clean
water and business loans and grants.

Finally, there are increases in funds
for technology access that will provide
grants for distance learning, telemedi-
cine and broadband development in
rural areas.

Madam Speaker, before I conclude
my opening remarks, I want to address
one more subject in a little bit of de-
tail. For years we have not done nearly
enough, Democrats and Republicans
alike, to end hunger. I will say it
again: Hunger is a political condition.
We have the resources to end it. We
have the infrastructure. What we need
is the political will and determination
to make it happen.

With passage of the fiscal year 2008
Agriculture appropriations bill and the
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